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Read about this beautiful raptor in Ranger Daveõs 

first column on page two under Conservation Notes! 
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A Bô  E  V 
Penny Hernandez, President 

        Time to get ready for spring! Spring starts 
March 19th and ends June 20th.  Springs means new 
life. Baby birds, little baby wild animals and 
hopefully spring rains will bring spring flowers. Be 
sure to get out there with us on our weekly field 
trips. You never know who or what youôll see. 

The end of spring, June 14th, will 
be our annual picnic at the 
beautiful Fallbrook home of Bert 
and Sharon Kersey. Bring your 
optics for great birding. Mark your 
calendar and save the date. Stand 
by for more information. 

Talking about spring, I have been 
doing a little early spring cleaning. 

Did you know that we used to have a Historian who 
made scrapbooks for each President? I found Ken 
Weaverôs book. He was our first President, 1987-
1992.  Ed Littlefieldôs, Paul Bergfordôs, and Wayne 
Preyôs books were given to their family members. I 
also have my books from 2003-2005 and 2006-
2009. We have not had a historian since 2009, 
which seems a shame to me. I had more fun looking 
at these books. They show our Christmas bird count 
lists, all the fun picnics with great pictures of our 
younger selves. There are stories of our first 
scholarship winners, class room visits, bird festivals, 
and bird trips. I will bring these books to a meeting 
so anyone interested can enjoy them. I also found 
some pictures of Osprey nests that PAS built and 
mounted in Bernardo Bay and up at Lake Wohlford.  
Not sure the Ospreys knew what they were, but the 
nests looked great. 

Also happening this spring are our birding classes. If 
you or someone you know would like to learn more 
about the birds, watch for more information. 

Hope to see you this Spring!! 

REMINDER: 
DEADLINE FOR THE 
MAY-JUNE ISSUE IS 

APRIL 15
th
.  

SUBMIT COPY TO 
jillnfred@cox.net 

The Peregrines of Morro Rock 

By Ranger Dave  

  Hello and thank you for giving me the opportunity 
to share some of the conservation stories and pro-
jects I come across and work with on a daily basis. I 

hope you enjoy them and get a 
chance to see some of the areas 
for yourself. Conservation is al-

ways an uphill battle but itôs one 
I believe in and one I have dedi-
cated my life to fighting. 

Last month I was in Morro Bay 

attending the Winter Bird Festi-
val and co-leading a workshop on the behaviors of 
the Western and Clarks grebes. While there I made 

it a point to visit Morro Rock. Besides being a mas-
sive volcanic plug rising from the ocean floor at an 
elevation of 581 feet and a sacred site of the local 

Chumash tribes it was and still is the epicenter of 
one of the most spectacular conservation come-
backs ever.  

The Peregrine Falcon is the fastest hunter on earth 

traveling at speeds of up to 200+ miles an hour in 
pursuit of their prey. As fast as they are their speed 
however could not protect them from the hidden 
dangers of pesticide use in the 60ôs and 70ôs. Due to 

use of these chemicals that were widely accepted at 
the time and thought to be safe combined with the 
effect it had on their eggs (thinner/weakened egg 

shells that the parent would unknowingly crush 
when sitting on the nest) the Peregrines became an-
other statistic and were added to the California En-

dangered Species List. Only 10 Peregrine Falcons 
were counted during nesting season in 1970. 

(Continued on Page 3) 

C  N 
Ranger Dave, Conservation Chair 


